
FACT SHEET
PREVENTING GAMBLING HARM
TARGETED HELP TO REDUCE 
GAMBLING HARM
We know that for every person who experiences 
gambling harm, there are up to six others who are also 
affected. This harm can result in financial difficulties, 
relationship breakdown or loss of employment or 
challenges. Gambling harm often co-exists with family 
violence, mental illness or alcohol and drug use.

Approximately 550,000 Victorians experience harm 
from gambling. The facts speak  why a re-elected 
Andrews Labor Government will invest $153 million to 
support gambling harm prevention initiatives for at-risk 
Victorians. 

We will provide the Victorian Responsible Gambling 
Foundation (VRGF) with $150 million over four years, 
so that they can continue their work with partners and 
communities across Victoria to inform people about 
the risks of gambling and provide support to those who 
need it. This funding will allow the VRGF to continue to:

We will also provide an additional $3 million for 
responsible gambling initiatives, which will be shared 
across five vulnerable groups, including building and 
construction industry workers, Vietnamese women, 
socially isolated older people, young adults and Latrobe 
Valley residents. 

The funding will be delivered by the VRGF and will 
support existing partnerships and projects that are 
already making a difference to the lives of thousands of 
Victorians.

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY WORKERS
We know that this group, who are often young men, are 
at higher risk of gambling harm due to irregular working 
hours, disposable income and 24-hour mobile access to 
gambling opportunities. 

Labor will invest $600,000 to extend an Incolink 
program to prevent and reduce gambling harm in the 
building and construction industry through tailored, 
face-to-face sessions for apprentices delivered at TAFEs 
in metropolitan and regional Victoria.
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raise awareness of problem gambling so that harm 
can be reduced
 
research to build our understanding of the harm 
problem gambling can inflict
 
provide gamblers’ help services for people affected 
by gambling harm.
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VIETNAMESE WOMEN
Labor will invest $400,000 to support women in 
Vietnamese communities, particularly in the east and 
west of Melbourne, through programs to improve 
financial literacy and understanding of gambling harm, 
with the aim of reducing incarceration rates and the 
incidence of gambling-related crimes.

We’ve already ensure Gambling Help services cater for 
43 languages other than English to ensure language 
isn’t a barrier to seeking help.

SOCIALLY ISOLATED OLDER PEOPLE
Labor will invest $1 million to allow the expansion of 
programs like the Libraries After Dark pilot operating 
in Darebin, Hume, Moreland and Whittlesea that offer 
alternative recreational activities to vulnerable and 
isolated older people. 

Funded as a pilot by the VRGF, the Libraries after Dark 
project is located in municipal libraries that extend their 
nightly opening hours until 10pm and offers a range 
of entertainment and activities to support the local 
community and create options to get out of the house 
and socialise.

YOUNG ADULTS IN  
MELBOURNE’S WEST
Labor will invest $400,000 to see the Young Leaders in 
Brimbank project expand to other areas of Melbourne’s 
west. This partnership with IPC Health supports young 
people to raise awareness of gambling risks and harms, 
especially sports betting.

COMMUNITIES IN THE  
LATROBE VALLEY
Labor will invest $600,000 for communities in the 
Latrobe Valley experiencing significant economic 
changes who may be more vulnerable to gambling 
harm.

We will partner with Latrobe Community Health and 
Latrobe City Council to work with these communities 
undergoing changes resulting from the industry 
transition. 

This will include supporting individuals with large 
redundancy payouts to build protective factors against 
gambling harm as they head towards retirement, or 
move into new employment.


