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The Andrews Labor Government is proud to have made 
significant improvements to animal welfare, with plans 
for further reform well advanced.

The track record of this Labor Government speaks for 
itself: 

Our puppy farm laws are the toughest in the nation, 
banning the sale of breeders’ puppies and kittens from 
pet shops and establishing the Victorian Pet Register.  
This was a hard fight – the puppy farms laws passed by 
just one vote and in spite of the strident opposition of 
the Liberals. 

But there remains more to do.  

That’s why a re-elected Labor Government will provide a 
$3 million boost to Animal Welfare Grants, and continue 
to pursue important reforms to our animal welfare laws. 

REHOMING PETS
Labor believes that dogs belong with families, not in 
puppy farms. 

Organisations, shelters and foster carers which help 
support the rehoming of dogs and cats do a fantastic 
job in connecting connect these animals with their 
future families.  

More dogs and cats will be given new homes and loving 
families with a re-elected Andrews Labor Government 
to provide more funding for animal shelters and foster 
carers.

Labor will provide $1 million in funding which will mean 
animal shelters and foster carers will be able to apply for 
funding to purchase equipment or upgrade or expand 
their services. 

As part of this funding, Labor will provide $150,000 to 
the Greyhound Adoption Program to pilot a dedicated 
program of greyhound adoptions to ten nursing homes 
around Victoria who express an interest in participating. 
There are significant wellbeing benefits to having pets in 
nursing homes, including improved mental functioning, 
increased physical activity, and reduced anxiety and 
depression.   

The Greyhound Adoption Program will also be provided 
with $50,000 towards a refurbishment of their centre in 
Seymour.  
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We legislated to ban puppy farms and provided $5 
million to the RSPCA to fight illegal puppy farms 
through a ‘Special Investigations Unit’

We passed laws that enshrined tenants’ rights to 
keep pets

Animal cruelty charges have been increased, 
including doubling of some penalties

We are taking the muzzles off greyhounds and have 
delivered a new welfare code for racing greyhounds

We have delivered Victoria’s first Animal Welfare 
Action Plan

We established Animal Welfare Victoria

We reformed the Animal Welfare Advisory 
Committee to ensure government receives expert 
advice to support our busy animal welfare agenda.
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SUPPORTING LOW-COST VET CLINICS 
Labor believes that all families should be able to own a 
pet, and the costs of going to the vet shouldn’t prevent 
that.  

We know that vet bills can really add up.  
Thankfully, there are a number of not-for-profit and 
community vet clinics around Victoria which provide 
low cost, or sometimes free, veterinary services to the 
community. 

That’s why Labor will invest $2 million in not-for-profit 
and community vet clinics to allow them to maintain and 
expand their services, and allow new low cost clinics to 
be set up in areas of need around Victoria. 

This will include grants of up to $50,000 towards 
equipment, upgrades and expansions for not-for-profit 
and community vet clinics, and grants of up to $150,000 
towards the establishment of new not-for-profit and 
community vet clinics in areas of need.

As part of this funding, Community Vets in Braeside will 
be given $50,000 towards purchasing new equipment 
and upgrading their facilities.  

REFORMING ANIMAL WELFARE LAWS  
Labor is committed to modernising Victoria’s animal 
welfare laws to support better harm prevention, 
improved education, a more effective regulatory 
response and effective penalties. 

Work on the modernisation of Victoria’s animal welfare 
laws has commenced and public consultation will 
begin in early 2019 if Labor is re-elected.   As part of 
the consultation, Labor will consider which animal 
welfare codes are to be mandatory and which are to be 
advisory.  Labor will recognise the sentience of animals 
as underpinning the new laws. 

Labor supports reforms to allow vets and animal 
shelters to legally reunite lost pets with their owners.  
The current review into community foster care networks 
will inform further improvements to ensure smoother 
arrangements for adoption and the reunification of pets 
with their owners. 

Labor will also refer the issue of the mandatory desexing 
of cats to the Animal Welfare Advisory Committee for 
advice.
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