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While cracking down on dodgy apartments, Labor will make it easier for developers to build better apartment buildings and 
complexes. Labor will provide the State Architect with $4 million to work with Victoria’s top architects to create blueprints for 
multi-dwelling developments that are world-leading in design, sustainability and liveability. 

Labor’s Better Apartment Blueprints will be standardised plans that can be used to build apartments that are energy efficient, 
made from natural and sustainable building materials, have high levels of natural light, high ceilings and spacious living areas. 

A re-elected Labor Government will legislate to ban 
embedded networks in residential apartment blocks that 
impose high costs on consumers. Exemptions will be 
allowed for buildings that use renewable energy microgrids 
to deliver low cost renewable energy to apartment blocks.  

A re-elected Andrews Labor Government will also  
release a public exposure draft of modernised Owners 
Corporations Act by the 30th of June 2019. We are  
doing this after conducting a broad ranging review of  
the Act because reform of the act is overdue.

Labor will also introduce mandatory Construction 
Management Plans to govern building sites, protecting 
residents from undue noise through clear hours of operation 
and ensuring strict rules for disposal of excess waste and 
rubbish.

The Andrews Labor Government has provided a range of 
supports to help people buy their first home.
 
We have abolished stamp duty for first home buyers on 
homes up to $600,000, and made cuts to stamp duty on 
homes valued up to $750,000.
 
We have also given fist home buyers priority in  
government-led developments, with at least 10 percent  
of all properties allocated for first time buyers – used for  
the first time at Arden.

MAKING IT EASIER TO BUILD HIGH QUALITY BUILDINGS

DISCOURAGING EMBEDDED NETWORKS

A MODERNISED OWNERS CORPORATIONS ACT

REDUCING NOISE AND MESS DURING BUILDING 

SUPPORTING FIRST HOME BUYERS

APARTMENT DESIGN 
STANDARDS

A re-elected Andrews Labor Government will introduce tough new design standards for all apartment buildings and new 
measures to give buyers confidence they will get what they pay for when buying off the plan.
 
The new standards will:

FIXING MATHEW GUY’S MESS WITH TOUGH NEW APARTMENT DESIGN STANDARDS

•

•

•
•
•
•

Ensure apartment buildings better fit within their neighbourhood context – including green space and landscaping 
requirements – and protect daylight to streets.
Establish minimum setback distances from side and rear boundaries to ensure adequate daylight to new apartments  
and amenity for adjoining streets and properties.
Improve the amenity of apartment buildings at street level and ensure wind effects are considered in the building design.
Minimise the most unattractive elements of building frontages, such as the impacts of car parking entries.
Introduce provisions requiring building facades to be low-maintenance, reducing costs for home owners.
Make it mandatory for external cladding to be made from natural, durable, safe and non-combustible materials, such as 
brick, timber, concrete, metal, glass and stone.


